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ABSTRACT: Monolayers of fac-Re(4,4′-dicarboxyl-2,2′-bipyridine)(CO)3Cl (ReC0A) com-
plexes, covalently bound to TiO2-terminated SrTiO3 (100) (STO) single crystals, were studied
by both vibrational Sum Frequency Generation (SFG) spectroscopy and Density Functional
Theory (DFT). Homodyne-detected SFG results show that the SFG spectral shape of ReC0A
on Nb-doped STO surfaces is almost opposite to that of ReC0A on undoped or Fe-doped
STO surfaces, which we assign to a phase change of the SFG response of STO induced by the
Nb rather than a change in orientation of the molecule. DFT calculations show that the doping
with Nb populates the conduction band of the system, giving a metallic nature to the otherwise
insulator STO substrate. This change in electronic structures of the substrate leads to a big
nonresonant SFG response and thus interference with the spectra. The orientation of the
ReC0A on all three substrates was found to be tilted by ∼45−50°, with a bidentate binding
geometry and the Cl atom facing the surface. The reported results indicate that a molecular
probe can be used to obtain information about the underlying material.

■ INTRODUCTION

Conversion of carbon dioxide (CO2) into carbon-based fuels
has been extensively studied as a potential approach for
providing a renewable source of fuels with carbon neutral
atmospheric footprint for the world’s growing energy
demands.1,2 The rhenium (Re) tricarbonyl complex is one of
the most extensively studied transition-metal complexes that
show photo- and electrocatalytic activity for CO2 reduction to
CO.3−9 Surface-immobilized Re catalyst systems have attracted
increasing interest in recent years since they have the
advantages of enhancing catalytic activity, reducing catalyst
loading, and enabling convenient product separation.10−13 In
such heterogenized systems, the substrate plays a critical role in
binding the catalysts and enabling charge and energy flow at the
interface.14 In this regard, it is essential to unravel the
underlying substrate−adsorbate interactions to improve under-
standing of catalytic mechanism and develop molecular
catalysts with higher catalytic efficiency and stability at
electrode surfaces.
Re catalysts adsorbed on solid surfaces provide an

opportunity to explore the effect of the surface electrode on
the adsorbate by probing the C≡O stretching modes by
vibrational spectroscopic techniques. Transient infrared spec-
troscopy has been used to study electron transfer between Re
catalysts and TiO2 thin films.15,16 Two-dimensional infrared
(2D-IR) spectroscopy has been used to study the adsorption
structure, vibrational dynamics, and electron transfer of Re
catalysts on surfaces.17−20 In particular, vibrational sum
frequency generation (SFG) has been employed to investigate

the binding configurations of Re catalysts on semiconductor
and metal surfaces.21−24 Time-resolved SFG and two-dimen-
sional SFG (2D-SFG) have been used to study ultrafast
vibrational dynamics of Re catalysts on solid surfaces.25−30 As
an intrinsic surface-specific technique,31,32 SFG shows great
advantages over other vibrational spectroscopic techniques to
probe catalyst monolayers adsorbed on flat metal surfaces and
single-crystal semiconductor surfaces.
Previously, we have systematically explored binding motifs

and vibrational dynamics of Re catalysts adsorbed on TiO2

single crystals.21−23,26 In the present work, we extended our
studies to explore the fac-Re(4,4′-dicarboxyl-2,2′-bipyridine)-
(CO)3Cl (ReC0A, Figure 1a) adsorbed on strontium titanate
(SrTiO3 or STO) (100) single crystals with different amounts
of dopant elements. TiO2-terminated STO surfaces prepared by
wet etching provide a well-defined surface structure suitable for
covalent attachment of ReC0A, which is useful for a detailed
analysis of the molecular binding geometry. The doped STO
single crystals also provide an opportunity to study electro-
catalytic CO2 reduction on oxide electrodes. In this work, both
homodyne- and heterodyne-detected SFG together with
density functional theory (DFT) are used to probe ReC0A/
STO interfaces. We find that doping induces changes in the
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SFG response of ReC0A/STO, due to an increase in the
nonresonance response. These result primarily from the
substrate changes in metallic character more than from any
significant changes in orientation of the adsorbate. To the best
of our knowledge, this is the first characterization of the effect
of doping on the SFG spectral response of molecular
adsorbates.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Sample Preparation. Undoped, 0.01 wt % Fe, 0.05 wt %
Nb, 0.10 wt % Nb, and 0.50 wt % Nb doped SrTiO3 (100)
single crystals (10 × 10 × 0.5 mm or 10 × 5 × 0.5 mm, one
side polished) were purchased from MTI Corporation. The
surface of the as-received single crystals are composed of mixed
SrO and TiO2 layers as observed by atomic force microscopy
(AFM) imaging (Figures 1b and S1). Atomically flat TiO2-
terminated STO surfaces were prepared by following the wet
etching procedure reported by Kareev et al.33 Briefly, the STO
crystals were immersed in pure water to form a soluble
hydroxide complex on the surface. Then, the surface SrO layer
was removed by wet etching in HCl/HNO3 (3:1) solution for
12 min. After that, the STO crystals were cleaned by
ultrasonication in pure water and acetone followed by annealing
at 1000 °C in air for 30 min (Carbolite, CWF 1100 °C chamber
furnace). As shown in Figure 1c, the AFM image for the wet
etched undoped STO shows a highly ordered surface structure.
The vertical profile shows that the height of the terrace is ∼0.4
nm which corresponds to a single TiO2 layer. It verifies the
formation of atomically flat TiO2-terminated STO surface.34,35

TiO2-terminated surfaces were also prepared for doped STO
crystals (Figure S1). The TiO2-terminated STO crystals were
sensitized for 48 h in 1 mM ReC0A/ethanol solution, similar to
the sample preparation of samples on TiO2 single crystals.

21,23

After sensitization, the samples were rinsed by ethanol, dried by
nitrogen stream, and stored in dark prior to use.
SFG Spectroscopic Measurements. The details of our

femtosecond laser system have been described in previous
papers.23,24,36 The optical design for the heterodyne-detected
SFG measurement is similar to the geometry as reported
previously (Figure S2).37,38 Briefly, a broad-band IR beam
(wavelength center 5100 nm, full-width at half-maximum
(fwhm) ∼ 200 cm−1) and a narrow-band visible beam (800
nm, fwhm ∼ 10 cm−1) are spatially and temporally overlapped
on a bare gold thin film surface (used as the local oscillator).
The incident angles of IR and visible beams with respect to this
bare gold surface are 46° and 57°, respectively. The reflected
IR, visible, and SFG beams were refocused on the sample
surface by a concave mirror. The incident angles of IR and
visible beams respect to the sample surface are 43° and 55°,

respectively. A 2 or 3 mm thick CaF2 plate was used to delay
the SFG signal from the bare gold surface. The SFG signal
generated from the sample surface was collinearly combined
with the SFG signal from the bare gold surface (local oscillator,
LO) to generate interferograms on the CCD detector. The
reference spectrum was collected by replacing the sample with a
bare gold thin film. The SFG signal generated from the LO was
blocked to measure homodyne-detected SFG spectrum of
sample on the second sample stage. ppp polarization
combination (p-polarization for SFG, visible, and IR,
respectively) was used for all measurements. Acquisition time
for one SFG spectrum is typically 300 s. The data processing
was performed with the Origin program. The phase of the
complex spectra was corrected by using the A′(1) peak as a
reference.22,37 Details on the data processing method have been
described in the literature.22,37−39

Computational Method. Model slabs of TiO2-terminated
SrTiO3 (100) doped with Nb were obtained by DFT geometry
relaxation, using the PBE exchange-correlation functional40,41

and the projector augmented plane wave (PAW) method,42,43

as implemented in the Vienna ab initio Simulation Package
(VASP), version 5.3.5.44−47 The PAW pseudopotentials include
p-valence “Nb_pv” for Nb and s-valence “Sr_sv” for Sr. In
general (VASP keyword in parentheses), the cutoff energy of
plane wave basis was 600.0 eV (“ENMAX”), the Gaussian
smear parameter was 0.1 eV (“SIGMA”), the energy
convergence criterion was 10−4 eV per unit cell (“EDIFF”),
the maximum optimization step size was 0.4 Bohr (“POTIM”),
and the dispersion model used was Grimme’s D3 correction
with Becke-Johnson damping (“IVDW = 12”).48,49 The bulk
calculation was based on a Monkhorst−Pack type k-point grid
of 7 × 7 × 7.50,51 The 6 × 6 × 5 nm slab (100) of TiO2 was
terminated with water adsorbed on top and was modeled with a
5 × 5 × 1 Monkhorst−Pack type k-point grid.50,51 For all slab
calculations, the bottom two layers were kept fixed to preserve
the geometry of the crystal.
The bulk model of SrTiO3 was validated by comparison to

experimental lattice constants52 and band gaps53 as well as
previous calculations,54 as described in section 6 of the SI. The
selection of the 5 × 5 × 1 k-point grid for analyzing DOS was
validated by checking convergence, as described in section 7 of
the SI.
For cluster calculations, the ωb97xd hybrid functional (which

includes dispersion),55 was used in conjunction with the
LANL2DZ56 basis set for the Ti, Re, and Sr atoms, and the 6-
31G(d) basis set for the C, H, N, Cl, and O atoms,37,38 as
implemented in the Gaussian 09 suite of programs with other
settings defined as by default.57 Cluster models were carved out
of the crystallographic slab, including nine SrTiO3 units with

Figure 1. (a) Molecular structure of ReC0A. AFM images (1 μm × 1 μm) of (b) as-received and (c) etched undoped STO single crystal. The
vertical profiles were taken along the white dash lines indicated in the images.
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terminating water and hydroxide groups accounting for the
anionic charge on the carboxylates of the ReC0A catalyst bound
through bidentate linkages. During the optimization process,
only the ReC0A catalyst and the surface water molecules were
allowed to relax.
We simulated the SFG spectra using frequencies and

hyperpolarizabilities computed by DFT as in our previous
work (additional details given in section 8 of the SI).23,24,36 For
these calculations, we used the B3LYP hybrid functional,58−61

SDD for Re,62 and the 6-311+G(d,p) basis set for the other
atoms.63,64 The “ultrafine” integration grid (99 radial shells and
590 angular points per shell) was used as implemented in the
Gaussian 09 suite of programs.57 Unless otherwise specified, the
harmonic frequencies were scaled by 0.968.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Influence of Doping on the SFG Responses. Figure 2a
shows the homodyne-detected SFG spectra for ReC0A on
TiO2-terminated STO surfaces. For the ReC0A on undoped
STO, the SFG spectrum is dominated by a narrow band around
2028 cm−1 and a broad band at the lower frequency region.
The former band can be assigned to the in-phase symmetric
C≡O stretching mode (A′(1)). The broad band are
contributed from the antisymmetric mode (A′′) at 1923 cm−1

and out-of-phase symmetric mode (A′(2)) at 1900 cm−1,
respectively.22,23 The SFG spectrum of ReC0A on 0.01 wt %
Fe-doped STO exhibits a similar line shape as that on undoped
STO. On the other hand, for the Nb-doped STO substrates,
the SFG spectra show two different features. First, the modulus
of nonresonant SFG response from the Nb-doped STO is
much stronger than either undoped or Fe-doped STO, as can
be appreciated by considering the higher value of the baseline
in Figure 2a. Second, the spectral shape is almost reversed in
comparison with that of undoped or Fe-doped STO samples.
Two possible explanations can be rationalized to explain the
results. The first one involves a change in the up/down
orientation of the molecule upon doping, modifying the
molecular response and hence the SFG spectra. This change

is unlikely since the self-assembly of carboxylate groups on
atomically flat TiO2 surfaces has been well characterized.21,23 In
addition, the lack of a spacer between the carboxylate group
and the bipyridine ring for ReC0A excludes the possibility of a
flip in orientation for the bipyridine ring. The second involves a
change in the spectra due to interference between the resonant
and nonresonant terms, akin to what is observed in gold
substrates.65,66

To disentangle the reason for the spectral change upon
doping, we fitted the experimental results. Usually, the
vibrational SFG intensity can be expressed as31,32

∑
ω ω

∝ +
− + Γ

ϕ
ϕ

I A e
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n
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n n
SFG NR

IR

2
n

NR

(1)

where ANR and ϕNR are the magnitude and phase of the
nonresonant SFG response, respectively. An, ϕn, ωn, and Γn are
the amplitude, phase of amplitude, peak frequency, and
damping constant of the nth vibrational mode. The fitting
curves based on eq 1 are shown in Figure 2a, and the fitting
parameters are listed in Table S1. The analysis of the obtained
parameters shows that the resonant amplitudes An are
reasonably constant for all the samples, suggesting that the
orientation of the molecule is not significantly affected upon
doping. In contrast, both the nonresonant magnitude ANR and
phase ϕNR change dramatically when comparing the undoped
STO or Fe-doped STO to Nb-doped STO (Figure 2b). Hence,
the reversed spectral shape observed for Nb-doped STO
samples is attributed to a large phase change (∼120°) of the
nonresonant SFG response (upper panel in Figure 2b).
The difference of nonresonant SFG responses is likely

correlated to the different electronic properties of STO single
crystals. The analysis of IR transmission spectra for all STO
substrates (Figure S3a) shows that almost no IR light is
transmitted through the 0.5 mm thick Nb-doped STO crystals,
very different from undoped or Fe-doped STO crystals.
Similarly, the UV−vis extinction spectra of STO substrates
also show some differences (Figure S3b), although no
significant differences are observed at 800 and 690 nm (the

Figure 2. (a) Homodyne-detected SFG spectra for ReC0A adsorbed on TiO2-terminated STO (100) surfaces. The spectra for ReC0A on undoped
STO and 0.01 wt % Fe-doped STO are scaled by 5. Open circles are experimental data; solid curves are fits based on eq 1. (b) Fitted modulus and
phase of the nonresonant signal. The errors based on spectral fits are shown in Table S1. Solid lines are provided to guide the eye.
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wavelengths of the visible beam and of the SFG signal,
respectively). These results are consistent with previous studies
for STO, in which the Nb-doped STO was reported to have
strong IR absorption around 2000 cm−1 possibly due to free
carrier absorption.67−69 In previous studies, it was reported that
gold substrates show visible wavelength-dependent SFG
response, which is directly correlated to the density of states
and band structure of gold.65,66 We conjecture that the different
SFG responses of STO substrates are associated with the effect
of doping on the electronic properties of STO. Such doping
effects may also influence the interaction between semi-
conductor surfaces and adsorbates.
Heterodyne-Detected SFG Measurements. To remove

the STO contribution from the SFG signal and improve the
spectral analysis of the lower-frequency region, we performed
heterodyne-detected SFG measurement for all samples.
Unfortunately, the phase-corrected spectra cannot be used to
determine the absolute up/down orientation of ReC0A since
we had no precise control of the sample height or internal
reference film deposited on the sample surface as reported in
previous studies.37−39 However, comparisons between the
heterodyne-detected SFG spectra of different samples are still
valid and allow us to discern changes in the orientation of the
molecule upon substrate doping.
Figure 3a shows the imaginary and real parts as well as the

|χ(2)|2 spectra of ReC0A-undoped STO, respectively. One
feature in the imaginary spectrum is that the sign of A′(1)
mode is opposite to that of the A′′ and A′(2) modes. The
simulated |χ(2)|2 spectrum, which is based on the imaginary and
real spectra, is consistent with the homodyne SFG spectrum as
shown in Figure 2a. The heterodyne-detected SFG spectra for
ReC0A on Fe-doped STO are found to be similar to those of
Figure 3a. However, it was found that the heterodyne-detected
SFG spectra of Nb-doped STO samples are always noisier than
the other two samples with distorted baselines. It is possibly
caused by the nonconstant intensity over the present spectral
region for the Nb-doped resonance or the existence of multiple
Nb-doped resonances, which are not fully considered in the
simplified expression in eq 1. Figure 3b shows the baseline-
corrected imaginary spectra of all samples. All spectra have

similar features, suggesting that ReC0A molecules have similar
orientations on all of these STO surfaces. Consistency in the
orientation could be due to the low concentration of dopant
(0.01 wt % ∼ 0.50 wt %) in both Fe and Nb-doped STO
crystals. It is also noted that the peak intensity ratios between
the two low-frequency C ≡ O modes (i.e., A′(2) and A′′) and
the A′(1) mode are significantly larger than that of ReC0A on
TiO2 (001) and (110) single crystals, indicating different
molecular orientations of ReC0A on TiO2-terminated STO
surface.21,23

Theoretical Assignment of Molecular Orientations. To
examine the binding configuration of the ReC0A complex on
the TiO2-terminated STO surface, we perform DFT
optimizations of the complex on a model SrTiO3 cluster.
Following our previous studies, where we found that the
bidentate binding mode of the ReC0A complex on TiO2 is
energetically preferable,21−23 we relaxed a bidentate binding
motif on a small cluster model compose of nine SrTiO3 units
with terminal water molecules and hydroxide groups, as
described in the Computational Method section.
To characterize the orientation of the complex on the

surface, we make use of the Euler angles (Figure 4b) relating
the molecular frame (Figure 4a) to the laboratory frame fixed
on the surface according to the tilt (θ), twist (ψ), and rotation
(φ) angles. Here, φ is the azimuthal angle describing the
rotation of the molecule relative to the normal to the TiO2
surface, while θ describes the tilt of the bipyridine plane relative
to the normal. The angle ψ describes the rotation of the
complex along the c-axis.
Two local energy minima were found for the bidentate

binding motifs and are shown in Figure 4c,d. Both optimized
structures present a tilted bipyridine ring with a tilt angle θ ∼
45°, however, they differ in the twist angle. The first structure
corresponds to a configuration with the Cl atom facing the
surface (Figure 4c) and corresponds to the most energetically
favorable configuration. The second structure is ∼7 kcal/mol
higher in energy and corresponds to a configuration with the
CO group facing the surface (Figure 4d), with a Cl group
pointing away from the surface as in previous work.23,24

Therefore, the structural modeling indicates that the ReC0A

Figure 3. (a) Heterodyne-detected SFG spectra for ReC0A on TiO2-terminated undoped STO surface. The |χ(2)|2 spectrum is calculated from the
imaginary and real components. Open circles are experimental data; solid lines are fitting results. The fitted imaginary spectra for individual
vibrational mode are shown in the top panel. (b) Comparison of baseline-corrected imaginary spectra for ReC0A on different TiO2-terminated STO
surfaces. The intensity of the A′(1) mode is normalized. The spectra in (b) are arbitrarily offset for clarity.
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complex binds in a bidentate tilted configuration with Cl facing
the surface, likely unfavorable for CO2 binding, as required for
catalysis. Note that the minimum energy structure resembles
the configuration previously found for the complex on the
(110) facet of rutile TiO2,

23 although with a greater tilt angle.
To further confirm the orientation found by DFT

optimization, we computed the imaginary SFG spectra for
each of the above motifs and compared them to the
experimental data. The procedure to compute DFT-derived
SFG spectra is based on previous studies21−24,36 and is
presented in the SI. Briefly, the calculations involve the
determination of the second-order hyperpolarizability tensor
βijk
(2) at the DFT level and the subsequent rotation from the
molecular to the laboratory frame (using Euler angles) to
obtain the second-order susceptibility χIJK

(2). The final spectrum is
related to the effective susceptibility that is a linear combination
of different elements of the χIJK

(2) response and depends on both
the Fresnel factors of the interface and the beam incident
angles.
Typical spectra obtained for orientations close to the ones

determined in the optimization are shown in Figure 5 (and
Figure S6), exhibiting two positive peaks at low frequencies
corresponding to the A′(2) and A′′ stretching modes and one
negative peak at higher frequency due to the symmetric A′(1)
stretching mode. Computing the SFG spectra for a set of
orientations close to the ones determined in the optimization,
we found that the intensities of the modes are very sensitive to
the orientation of the molecule. In particular, the relative
intensity of the A′(2) and A′′ stretching modes is highly
dependent on small variations of the twist (ψ) angle (see Figure
S6). Based on these results, we performed a scan on the tilt (θ)
and twist (ψ) angles for orientations close to the configurations
found in the DFT optimization (see section S8, SI). Following

previous studies,24,36 frequencies and damping constant were
allowed to relax within ±20 cm−1 and ±5 cm−1, respectively, to
obtain a more accurate spectral fit.
Figure 5 shows the best-matched calculated spectra along

with the experimental result, showing excellent agreement
between theory and experiments. The configuration giving rise
to this spectrum corresponds to a θ = 50°, ψ = 300° orientation
and is very close (within 10°) to the one found by the previous
DFT optimization. Moreover, the frequencies and damping
constant obtained from the fitting (Table S4) are in excellent
agreement to those found by independently fitting to
homodyne spectra (Table S1). The reported agreement
supports the binding motif found by DFT optimization,

Figure 4. (a) Molecular axis system (a, b, c) of ReC0A complex. The a−c plane is defined as the plane of the bipyridine ring. (b) Schematic
illustration of the Euler orientation angles used to characterize the orientation of the molecule on the STO surface. Axes X, Y, and Z represent the
laboratory coordinates of the surface, while a, b and c represents the molecular coordinates of the complex. Orientation angles θ, ψ, and φ are the
Euler transformation angles between the two Cartesian coordinates in the ZYZ rotation matrix formalism. (c, d) DFT optimized bidentate
geometries of the molecule on STO surface. Values indicated are the tilt angle (θ), the twist angle (ψ), and the energy (ΔE) relative to the geometry
labeled with “ΔE = 0”. Color code: red = O, blue = N, white = H, gray = C, green = Cl, cyan = Re, silver = Ti, and dark orange = Sr.

Figure 5. Best-matched DFT-based calculated imaginary SFG spectra
(blue line) along with the experimental results (open circles) of
ReC0A on undoped STO. Red lines indicate the frequency (ω) and
amplitude (A/Γ) of each normal mode. The spectra correspond to a θ
= 50°, ψ = 300° orientation.
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demonstrating the value of DFT calculations for rigorous
interpretation of SFG spectra.
For comparison, we performed calculations for binding

structures with only one COOH group bound to the surface.
Two local minimum energy structures were found for such a
binding motif, similar to the bidentate bound configuration
described above but exhibiting a more tilted and twisted
orientation (Figure S7a,b). However, we ruled them out since
the imaginary spectra obtained from these configurations
disagree with experiments. In particular, for both monodentate
structures, all the peaks in the spectra show the same positive
sign, suggesting that these binding motifs are absent under the
experimental conditions considered in this work.
Origin of the Dopant-Induced Nonresonant SFG

Responses. From the previous analysis, it is clear that the
differences encountered in the homodyne SFG spectra are due
to a change in the nonresonant response of the surface and not
due to a change of a molecular orientation. The kind of
nonresonant response obtained for the Nb-doped samples is
akin to the one found for gold substrate. In previous studies, it
was reported that gold substrate shows visible wavelength-
dependent SFG response, which is directly correlated to the
density of states and band structure of gold.65,66 Moreover,
previous studies have found that doping the STO substrate with
n-type dopants can alter the electronic properties of STO,
giving metallic properties to the otherwise insulating STO
system.54,70,71 Hence, a change in electronic properties can
explain the big difference between Nb-doped and undoped or
Fe-doped samples.
In order to analyze the origin of the large nonresonant

changes to the SFG upon Nb doping, we calculate the total
density of states (DOS) for a slab model of the STO surface.
The model consists of a 6 × 6 × 5 layer of a 100 facet TiO2-
terminated STO, passivated with water molecules (Figure 6a).
For the doped-system case, we replace 1 Ti atom with the
dopant atom (Figure 6b,c). Note that the formal concentration
of the dopant in these calculations is SrTi0.95X0.05O3 (X = Nb,

Fe), much higher than the one used in the experiments, and
hence, the computational results are only qualitative.
The DOS for the undoped system is presented as black lines

in Figure 6d. The electronic structure is characterized by a band
gap between the valence and conduction bands and, hence, the
system behaves as an insulator. Projected DOS (PDOS) show
that while the highest occupied molecular orbital in the valence
band originates from O states, the lowest unoccupied molecular
orbital in the conduction band is primary due to Ti states
(Figure S8), in excellent agreement with previous studies.54,70,71

Upon incorporation of a Nb atom in the system, the Fermi
level moves into the conduction band, giving metallic
properties to the system (blue line). An analysis of the
PDOS (Figure S9) reveals that the main contribution to the
edge of the conduction band is due to Nb, Ti, and O states,
with little contribution from the Sr states. Hence, Nb states are
contributing more to the conducting band than the valence
band, in accordance with previous studies.54,70,71 In order to
rationalize these findings in simple terms, it is instructive to
realize that the Nb5+ ions occupy the Ti4+ sites in the lattice and
hence act as n-type donor, populating the conduction band
with electrons that act as free carriers.52,54,70,71 This change in
the electronic properties from insulator to metallic leads to a
big nonresonant SFG response, along the lines of the
nonresonance observed in gold substrates.65,66

■ CONCLUSION

We have shown that the rhenium bipyridyl catalyst ReC0A
molecules chemisorbed on undoped and Nb/Fe-doped TiO2-
terminated SrTiO3 (100) single crystals surfaces have similar
binding geometries, as suggested by the combination of SFG
spectroscopic measurements and DFT calculations. The Nb
doping was found to affect the intensity and phase of the SFG
response of STO substrate, likely due to the change in carrier
density and thus metallic character of the substrate. The ReC0A
was found to bind on the STO surface in bidentate motifs tilted
at ∼45−50°, with the Cl atom facing the surface, which is

Figure 6. Geometries of the (a) no dopant (EF = −1.58 eV), (b) Fe-doped (EF = −2.18 eV), and (c) Nb-doped (EF = −1.00 eV) slabs where the
black circle points at the dopant as well as (d) the total density of states. Color code: red = O, bright green = Sr, blue = Ti, purple = Nb, and yellow =
Fe.
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slightly different from ReC0A on TiO2 (001) single crystals.
The present work demonstrates that the Re catalyst monolayer
with a well-defined structure can be assembled on conducting
oxide single crystal surfaces and that the substrate’s properties
can be monitored using a molecular probe.
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